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'simple life'; and many political forms, from passing a variety of
not very successful Small Holdings Acts to penalizing with death
duties the country landowners, who were regarded as blocking
access to the soil. Another was the escape back to childhood,
catered for by Kenneth Grahame's Golden Age (1895) and still
more by Barrie's play Peter Pan (1904), the 'boy who never grew
up5. Peter Pan and a host of boys5 books exemplify yet another
escape—that to the wild, to the life of the scout and the frontiers-
man, and the primitive sensations that civilization, in proportion
as it holds sway, eliminates. Based on this was Sir R. S. S. (after-
wards Lord) Baden-Powell's enormously successful invention,
the Boy Scout movement. Baden-PowelTs starting-point was
the Boys5 Brigade, in which he became interested about 1905,
when it was already twenty-one years old and numbered 54,000
boys. The Brigade satisfied boys' taste for drilling and playing
at soldiers; but he saw that for providing an 'escape', as also for
building up a resourceful character, the scout was a much better
model than the drilled soldier. His book Scouting for Boys (1906)
was the result; scout troops were started about 1907; in 1909 no
less than 11,000 boy scouts paraded at the Crystal Palace. In
that year the Girl Guide movement was added by the founder.
Thenceforward, despite the interruptions of the European war,
the two movements each progressed, till they have gone far
beyond Great Britain and been adopted in one form or another
by every civilized people. We saw in Chapter V how England
invented the outdoor games, lawn tennis and football, whose
cult is now world-wide. The Boy Scouts and Girl Guides may
count as an English contribution to world civilization hardly
less remarkable; though the credit for their invention and
development belongs far more to one man.
Costume continued to grow more rational and hygienic. For
men the convenient lounge coat grew almost universal. Home-
spun tweeds came into fashion; and the wearing of grey flannels
extended its range. Longer coats and top hats were on week-days
practically confined to London. From 1906 onwards the morn-
ing tail-coat gradually superseded the frock-coat save for a few
ultra-formal occasions; though in 1905 a frock-coat was still more
or less de rigueur for a luncheon-party at a large London house.
The sartorial habits of the house of commons elected in 1906
influenced this and other changes. Lounge coats and lower hats

